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Eagle's Crag, Cliviger Gorge Burnley, 


Legend had it that every Halloween, the residents of Burnley would gather to watch the ghostly 
manifestation at Eagle's Crag, Cliviger Gorge. The locals would gather around the area, telling 
stories of the various ghosts that roamed the land. The most prominent of these was the haunting 
of Lord William Towneley, who was believed to appear once a year. 

According to the tale, Lord William Towneley was a skilled hunter who roamed the forests of 
Burnley with his loyal dog. On one fateful hunting trip, the lord came across a nimble doe that 
led him on a chase through the woods. The hunt lasted for hours, and just as the lord was about 
to catch his prey, the doe vanished without a trace. Lord William Towneley returned home 
empty-handed and disgraced, never to hunt again. 

However, every Halloween, the lord's ghost would appear on horseback, accompanied by his 
faithful hound, chasing the elusive doe. The apparition was said to be so lifelike that the horse's 
hooves could be heard clattering across the rocky terrain, and the hound's baying echoed 
through the gorge. 

Another version of the story claims that the hunter haunting the area is not Lord William 
Towneley but Gabriel Ratchets. Gabriel was a notorious poacher who made a living by hunting 
animals illegally. One day, Gabriel encountered a doe that led him on a chase through the forest. 
He pursued her relentlessly, determined to catch her, but the chase led him to Eagle's Crag, 
where the doe vanished into thin air. 

Gabriel never returned from that fateful hunting trip, and it is said that his ghost still haunts the 
area, seeking to capture the elusive doe that led him to his death. 

Yet another version of the tale tells of a man and his wife who haunt the area. Legend has it that 
the man killed his wife and buried her body on Eagle's Crag. Every Halloween, the ghosts of the 
couple appear, and the man chases his wife through the woods, seeking to atone for his heinous 
crime. 

Whatever the true story may be, the people of Burnley continue to gather every Halloween to 
witness the haunting manifestation at Eagle's Crag, Cliviger Gorge. The area remains steeped in 
mystery and intrigue, with the ghosts of the past lingering on. 


By Donald Jay 


